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By ROBERT WALTERS 
Star Staff Writer { 
CORONADO, Calif. — The! 
armed forces Code of Conduct, 
promulgated only 18% years ago 
as a standard for American 
troops held in captivity, has 
emerged from heaiings into the| 
seizure of the USS Pueblo as a: 
badly tattered document. : 
The failure of the Pucblo crew | 
members —- and. the Defense De- 
‘partment — to follow the code’s 
instructions is somewhat jronic 
because, unlike many of the cen- 
turies-old Navy traditions which! 


also ate being challenged here,! ¢ 


it is a relatively comtemporary | 
guideline. 


Morcover, it was issued in AW} - 


gust, 1955 by President Dwight: 
D. Wisenhower to combat exacl-| 
Jy what the Pueblo crew faced 
during its 11 months of captivity 
— physical and psychological 
pressure to “eonfess” applied by 
the North Koreans against U. 8. 
military men. 

Two of the intelligence ship’s 
six officers testified yesterday 


other officers acted similarly. 
And within weeks after the 
Pucblo’s seizure — after varying 
dogrees of physical pressure — 
all the officers also signed “‘con- 
fassions’” that they had been en- 
gaged in espionage and had. in- 
truded on North Korea’s terri- 
torial waters. ; 
One of the six principal provi 
- sions of the Code of Conduct, 
goveming the behavior of cap-' 
tured . American. servicemen, 
_ States: . 
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: ‘gn. that area. 


“when questioned, should I 
become a prisoner of war, Tam 
pound to give only name, rank, | 
service number and date of| 
pirth. I will make no oral or 
writien. statements disloyal to 
my country and its allies. or 
harvaful to their cause.” - 

The Navy already has issued 
an official wuling that the code 
was “inapplicable” because the 
Pucblo’s 82 mem were “illegal; 
detainees,” rather than “prison- 
ers of war,” but the five admi- 
rals presiding over the court of 
inquiry . here are closely ques- 
tioning witnesses about the ex- 
tra-legal implications of failure 
to follow the code, ; 


No Training, They Say 


While readily acknowledging 
that they violaled the code, the 
four officers to testify thus far 
— two yesterday and two earlier 
— also have told the court that, 
the Navy never. gave them any 
real training in how to conduc 
themselves if taken prisoner, 

Lt. Cg), Frederick Schu- 
macher Jr., 25, said.he ‘receiv: 
ed one or two lectures_at._offi- 
cers’ candidate school”? on how 
to conduct himself should he_be. 
taken prisoner. 

- The other witnesses yesterday, 
Lt. (.g.) Timothy L. Harris, 
the Pueblo’s supply officer, said 
that beyond, those Jectures. he 
also received no_other training 


Other witnesses have testified 
that a copy of the Code of Con- 
duct was posted outside. the 
Pueblo’s_ ward room ¢ and that in 
the moments... immediately. be- 
fore the North Korean boarding |. 
of the ship, the men were told 
over the public address system 
that they had to give only name, 
rank, serial number and age. 


a mememmmmemnanenl 


te 


2R0001004 


Washington, D. 


as 
, Wednesday, 


STAR 
February 79, 1969 


oer 


ee ee CT aie 


Y 


Otherwise, there apparently was. 
ino preparation for ihe Jengiay , 
iperied of capture. 

i Schumacher testified he ke- 

jlieved the code was inapplicable 

‘¢9 the Pueblo’s 22 officers and 

crew member because the North 

Koreans had captured hundreds 

of pounds of classified docu- 

ments when they boarded the 

ship on the afternoon of Jan, 23, 

1968. . 

“Tn our case, it was a unique. 
-situation—they had all our doc- 
uments, our service records. 
Tt was not a question of giving 
them classified information; it 
was a question of admitting to 
information that they already 
had,” the operations officer 
said. : 
| The difficulty in applying the 
code in the future was clearly 
illustrated when Vice Adm. 
Harold G. Bowen, president of 
the court of inquiry, asked 
Schumacher how ihe code 
should be implemented, in view 
of the Pucblo’s experience. 

Schumacher who had been 
very articulate, could only stum- 
ble and stammer: ‘In our situ- 
ation — I’m not sure that if I 
went through it all over again, 
I’d probably do exactly the 
same thing — I think the Code] 
of Conduct probably — well, 
I’m just not sure.” 

Schumacher said the Pueblo’s 
six officers were summoned be- 
fore the ranking North Korean 
officer at the barracks where 
they. were being held prisoner 
on the afternoon of Jan. 24, 1968, 
only 24 hours after their ship 
was captured off the east coast 
of North Korea, 

Wilh six Lo cight other officers 
seated along one wall of the 
room, the commanding officer 
“began his interrogation by sim- 
ply stating that we had been 


conducting ‘espionage and that 

we had violated their territorial 

waters,” Schumacher said. 
Siated Job on Ship 


In response to questions, and 
without any Gunér_proVOeaTOn, 
each Pueblo _oftic | Bae 
not only his mame, rank ane 
seat iin her. and irth date,| 
but__also his. joh_aboard the 
ship, Schumacher said. He ad- 
mitted that was a violation of! 
the cade. 


said he and the other five men 
‘told the North Koreans that 
“we were captured on the high 
seas 15.8 miles from the nearest 
land, and we were conducting 
oceanographic research.” 


of the code, but Schumacher 
explained: “We felt that we had 
to_give them some explanation 
since they had captured the 
ship.” - 
The. officers were never 
questioned again as a group, 
but Schumacher said he faced 
almost daily interrogation_ses: 
siens, and each time he got the 


impression that the North! 


er then gavel 


“again, that was a_ violation; 


The operations officer also — 


iéoreans had learned more; 


about the Pueblo’s intelligence |. 


migsicn by gradually translating 
the large number of classified 


documents found aboard the] 


ship. 

“We will torture you, we will 
killyou. We have ways of mak- 
ing you talk,” Schumacher said 
he was told at one such en 
counter. Another time he was 
forced to squat on the floor 
-with bis hands over his head, 
surrounded’ by four armed 
guards, ‘vo of whom had 
cocked machine guns aimed at 
my head.” 

Schumacher said the_first 
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time he received any physical 
misireatment_— Kicks in the 


ribs and arms — he agreed to’ 


ceseribe what went on aboard 
the Fueblo, but proceeded to 
“just write’ down ten of. the 
biggest lies I could think of.” | 
At a later session, however,: 
a North Korean, colonel “‘pro- 
ceeded to tell me about the 
ship, tell me what we were do- 
ing. It was obvious that they 
knew we were an intelligence 
gathering ship... what they 
were asking for was knowledge| 
that I knew they had, and I) 
knew that what they wanted! 
they certainly could get out of, 
me.” ake : 


“rogations, I was told that I was 
going to die, that I would "be 
killed.” 

"Finally, on the night of Jan. 


30, 1968, Schumacher said he: 


‘was interrogated for the sixth 
time and told by the North Kore- 


read what you’ve written, Do 
you take us for fools?” 

The North Korean colonel— 
later promoted to general— 


the patrol report, “which de- 
seribed in rent detall the role of 
the ship,’ Schumucher said, 
“They daew the mission of the 
ship until the diay before cap- 
ture.” 


an commanding officer: “We've; 


displayed eight or 10 “very high- . 
jy classified’? documents cap-' 


tuned from lhe Pueblo, including: 


The witness said he ‘‘con- 
firmed the infucraation that they 
already had” but the next day 
he was interrogated by another 
‘North Korean who wanted to 
iknow still more, 

On Feb. 1, 1968—one week af- 
ter the Pueblo’s seizure — 
Schumacher said he was called 
back for his ninth interrogation 
session, and the North Korean 
commanding officer ‘“nanded 
me a typed confession that they 
had prepared. He asked me if f 
would sign it. I said yes, 1 would 
‘sien it.” 

Schumacher acknowledged 


that he had not been tortured |. 


and sustained only limited physi-| 
cal abuse uatil that_time, but 
went on to describe living condi- 
tions which he said had the psy- 
chological. effect, of building up 
anxiety: 


escape plans at one time or an- 
other,” Schumacher said in re- 
sponse to a question: ‘We felt 
that we could. get out of the: 
(detention) center, but there . 
was no one to turn to for kelp on + 
the outside. On the basis of what 
we were told by the army offi- 
cers, we thought the average 
North Korean would probably 
shoot an American on sight.” 

Two weeks prior to their re- 


“Wor 40_davs, the Jishts were 
on_continuously” in the roams 
lwhere the crew members were 
housed, the Hoors and beds were 
made of crude wooden slats, the 
only furniture was a table and 
chair, along with a bucket in one 
corner of the room for washing. 

“The guards would fling the 
doors open and come stomping 


into your room every..45_.min-.. 


utes,” he told the court._‘‘You 


you_could hear what was going, 
gn. My imagination tended to’ 
ihear the worst at aif times... .; 
It soinded like_ someone _ else 
was_being beat up.” 
Schumacher said the North 
Koreans told him that Cmdr. 
Lloyd M. Bucher, the Pueblo’s 
captain “had already made a 


confession, (but) I could not be-! © 


lieve that. I though all of the 
other officers were dead.” 

But aiter alt of the officers 
had signed such confessions, 
they were allowed to see one 
another at meals and for about 
an hour in the evening to play. 
cards or chess. In addition, they 
each received a pack of ciga- 
rettes daily and other amenities, 
/and—like the crew members— 
‘were not badly mistreated for 
most of the remainder of their 
slay in Pyongyang, North Ko- 
rea’s capital. : 
>*{ think everyone thought of 


Nease—in early December of 


1968—the members of the Pucb- 
lo’s crew were subjected to the 
worst physical punishment they 
received, with the exception of 
ithat inflicted on some men at 
the beginning of the captivity 
period. ; 
Harris, in recounting the 
events which led to his confes- 
sion, said that “after two 
weeks, they called me in and 
‘said I had to write a confession 
of espionage and infrusion....” 
Harris said he wrote) out_a 


conlessioit_on Tougit paper, but 
did_not(sign jt, He said he never 


6 
saw if, ae however. Prior to 
that time, he had been subjected 
to interrogation and threats of 
death similar to thal experi- 
enced by. Schumacher, but also_ 


had not_been severely beaten. 
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